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CARL behind the scenes doing a pit check, and where the action is — Carl taking a fast corner. 
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New high 


in fund 
raising ? 


SOME folk will go to 
great lengths to help 


others. 

That’s why a group of 
11 Surrey people will take 
to the air at Wanstord, 
near Peterborough on Fri- 
day, September 28, to 
make their first ever para- 
chute jump. They are aim- 
ing not only for ‘happy 
landings’ but enough spon- 
sorship cash to help pro- 


vide a minibus for the 
South East Surrey Spastics 
Group. 

Says jump orgaiiser 


Peter Chambers, publican 
of the Six Bells in Newdi- 
gate, Surrey, “When some 
of my customers and 
friends heard that iocal 
spastic people were house- 
bound, and unable to get 
to their-day centre or take 
part -in social activities 
because their old minibus 
had packed in, we thought 
it would be a good idea to 
weigh in and help. I sug- 
gested we took part in a 
sponsored parachute jump, 
and the lads and _liasses 
thought it was a great 
idea.’ 


Training 
charitably - minded 
of cleven men and 
women, whose occupations 
range from housewife and 
secretary to bank clerk and 
businessman, will take a 
special two-day training course 
before they eventually tackle 
the real thing from 2 height of 
around 3,000 feet. Already 
they haye obtained sponsor- 
ship monies to the tune of 
around £1,100 but are aiming 
at an cyentual target figure of 
£2,000 plus. 

Says- Mr Chambers: ‘The 
more cash we carry on our 
backs when we jump. the 
Sooner’ we gét that new mini- 
bus o nthe road’ 


The 
group 


DUCT EE 


SUT 


“Glamour on a budget 


IF attractive, glamorous actress Sylvia Syms can be a Secondhand Rose, 
then so can you. That’s the sales talk behind the posters of Sylvia which 
will shortly be appearing in every Spastics Shop from Totnes to Carlisle. 
Gala glad rag bargains which Sylvia tried on at a modelling session 
held at the Weybridge shop included a mink coat, a silk embroidered 
Chinese jacket and a long tapestry evening coat, all of which had been 
donated to the shop. Full story about the blooming business in Spastics 
Shops on Page 7. The picture of Sylvia was taken by the Surrey Comet. 
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NINETY miles an hour is 
quite a’ speed for someone 
who can’t even walk 
without. crutches, but for 
14-year-old Carl Hodson 
from Wolverhampton, who 
is spastic, that’s his aver- 
age weekend pace. 

Carl’s hobby is go-kart- 
ing and he takes the spills 
along with the thrills even 
though when he crashes he 
can’t get out of his kart on 
his own. At a recent race 
meeting of the British 
National Union Grand 
Prix at Chasewater near 
Birmingham, Carl spun 
off the track at 80 mph on 
his last lap. His father 
pushed him back ou the 
track and Carl then 


The 
Spastics 


Society 


finished second. 

‘I love karting,’ says 
Carl. ‘The fact that [’m 
disabled doesn’t bother me 
at all. Other chaps whe 
are disabled should have a 
go—they would thoroughly 
enjoy it.’ 

Carl was tested ior his 
RAC competition licence 
by Kenneth Guest, an RAC 
steward. 

‘No way would he have 
been given a competition 
licence if we hadn’t been 
100 per cent sure of 
his capabilities,’ commen- 
ted Kenneth Guest. ‘Ve 
all think he really is a 
superb little driver. That 
lad is going places.’ 

Pictures by Reveille 


More sporting 


A happy landing for Wil- 
liam Wilson in the long 
jump — one of the many 
events in the National 
Spastics Games held at 
Trent Polytechnic, Notts. 


The enthusiastic contest- 


ants increase in number 
each year, proving the 
value of sport for the dis- 
abled. Not only does it 
give the competitors a 
chance to demonstrate 
their prowess at athletics, 
but reinforces the fact that 
it is not the winning but 
the taking part that is im- 
portant. Their achieve- 
ments are recognised by 
the organisers of the meet- 
ings and the wider public 
that comes to watch the 
entrants at the Games. The 
finalists come from all over 
the country as a result of 
their victories at the 
regional events earlier in 
the year. A full report and 
more pictures appear on 
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Adjustable table. Non-tip meal tray. Sonictorch. Intercom. And 
many more simple solutions to everyday problems for handi- 
capped adults and children. 
Write for illustrated FREE booklet (no stamp needed) to: 


Newton Aids Ltd, Dept N34/SN 
FREEPOST - 
Salisbury SP1 2YZ Tel:0722-20441 
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Spastic? 


HAVING read with great 
interest the correspondence 
which followed your report 
of my conference paper on 
the word 


Spastic,’ may I now offer a 
few concluding remarks? 

_ First, to correct one mis- 
impression 


taken about 


DIRS 


what I am thought to have . 


said, being spastic is in no 
way shameful. Handicap 


can, from time to time, lead . 


one to be placed in embar- 
rassing or undignified: 
positions, but, in itself, 
there is no shame in being 
handicapped. 


Unhappy 
pilgrim 

I AM a member of the Maid- 
stone Area Spastics Group 
which went to Canterbury 
Cathedral for the service for 
the disabled (reported in the 
July issue of Spastics News). 
It was boring, with Latin 
anthems and I was disappoin- 
ted. There should have been 
more cheerful music that the 
disabled people could have 
taken part in. There was no 
communication between dis- 
abled people, and I think it 
was badly organised. 
Christopher Waters, 
Maidstone, 

Kent. 

@ Sorry, Mr Waiters, but the 
general opinion of those attend- 
ing the seryice was that it was 
‘inspiring and moving.’ 


It’s not the word that matters 


—just the way you use it 


Second, I totally agree 
with the correspondents 
who say, we are as we are, 
and it does not matter what 
name is given to our con- 
dition. Of course it does 
not matter what word is 
used. What does matter 
is HOW it is used. ‘Spastic’ 
is. an adjective, just as 
‘blind’ is an adjective and 
‘deaf? is an adjective. No 
one speaks of ‘Blinds’ or 
‘Deafs.’ 


My paper was long and 
fairly detailed. It is diffi- 
cult to summarise but I 


suggested that if we 
changed the way we used 
our words, we could 


change our habits of think- 
ing about people. I also 
suggested that it is 
important to see people as 
individuals, however severe 
their handicaps might be. 

I believe this is an 
important issue, but clearly 


cannot continue to 
the columns of 
Spastics News. May I, 
therefore, invite anyone 
who is interested in read- 
ing the full conference 
paper, to write to me at my 
home address. I will gladly 
send them a copy. 


one 
take up 


Valerie Lang (Miss), 
Flat 4, 
13/14-Wynyatt Street, 
London ECI. 


Film made world- wide impact 


‘Like Other People.’ 


| life together. 


THE NATIONAL AIDS 
FOR THE DIS.2.3LED 


MARGARET. and Brian, stars of 


2 


the Society’s film 


Spastics News brought their film 
love story up to date with a feature about their married 


EXHIBITION & 
CONFERENCE 


Sponsored by Radar & Macmillan Journals Ltd 


THE EXHIBITION WILL 
FEATURE THE VERY 


LATEST IN EQUIPMENT 
_ FOR THE DISABLED 
FROM MORE THAN 150 
MANUFACTURERS. 


The Conference, {theme Disabled People and their 
Place in the Community), will be of particular interest 
to General Practitioners, Occupational Therapists, 
Physiotherapists, Social Workers, and Community 
Health Councils, and will invite discussions on 
technology, Fhe-International Year of the Child, 
The Elderly Disabled and The Role of the Volunteers 
in Rehabilitation, 


‘TRAVEL TO NAIDEX '79 INCOMFORT 
’ WITH A REDUCED RATE BRITISH 
RAIL TICKET. 


Exhibition details from 
Naidex Conventions Limited, 
TEMPLE HOUSE, 36 HIGH STREET, : 
SEVENOAKS, KENT TN13 1JG, TEL, 0732 595334 


Conference Programme and 
Registration Forms 
now available from 
THE CONFERENCE OFFICER (EB), RADAR, 
25 MORTIMER STREET, LONDON W1N 8AB, 
TEL. 01-637 5400 


THE WEMBLEY 
CONFERENCE 
CENTRE, 
LONDON, 
ENGLAND. 
21st, 22nd, 23rd 
NOVEMBER, 


1979 
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I WAS most interested to 
read the article about Mar- 
garet and Brian (Willie) 
Oliver in Spastics News. It 
is good to learn that they 
have made such a satisfac- 
tory married life for them- 
selves, and I know that the 
many thousands of people 
of all nationalities who 
have seen the film ‘Like 
Other People,’ will be most 
interested to have. up-to- 
date news of these two 
main stars of the film. 
Nancy Tuft in her article 
has, however, under-estimated 
the impact of the film and the 


extent to which ‘Like Other 
People’ is shown in many 
countries all over the world. 


In my opinion this film has 
been a major influence in 
changing attitudes towards 
disabled people, not only in 
this codntry but all over the 
world. 

At the recent SPOD Con- 
ference on Caring and Coun- 
selling, I met Mrs Winifred 
Kempton, who is well-known 
in America for her work with 
mentally handicapped people 
in the sex education and 
planned parenthood field. Mrs 
Kempton told me that she 
had worn out two copies of the 
film and was now using her 
third copy! She has shown 
‘Like Other People’ extensively 
in Philadelphia and in many 
other states in North America 
and elsewhere. All the students 
at Philadelphia University see 
the film during their first year, 
quite apart from the yery wide 
variety of other audiences with 
whom she is involved. 

We have also heard very 
favourable reactions to the film 
from most European countries 
and from as far afield as 
Australia and India. In this 
country, too, the film is still 
very effective and one of the 
cerebral” palsied participants 
of the SPOD Conference who 
saw it for the first time in 
July said she was ‘shattered’ by 
its impact. For many people 
— social workers, medical 
students, business men and 
women, parents, teachers, 
schoolchildren — this is the 
first time that they have ever 
thought about the feelings and 


relationship of people with 
severe disabilities. 
Thank you~ very much, 


Margaret and Brian. 


Margaret Morgan (Miss), 

Controller of Personal 
Social Services, 

The Spastics Society. 


Calling Gay 


I WOULD like fo make 
contact with Gay Butcher 


who was at Dene Park 


Spastics Centre with me 
from November 1971 to 
August 1972. Please write 
to Andrew Orchard, 28 
Warren Road, Bexley- 
heath, Kent. 


‘Whatalovely lady!’ 


EILEEN DOUGAL 


I HAVE just read the article in 
the August Spastics News on 
Mrs Eileen Dougal, and I feel 
I must write to say what a 
lovely lady she seems to be! 
Here is someone born into a 
large family where there can 
have been very little money, 
growing up motherless, suffer- 
ing — and I mean suffering — 
innumerable operations when 
techniques were not as sophis- 
ticated as they are today, and 
with the prospects of a hard 
and joyless life ahead of her, 
working from cight in the 


No party 


IT was lovely to see the 
pictures in Spasties News 
of people enjoying their 
day out at the -Great 
Children’s Party im Hyde 
Park. 

I felt I must write on behalf 
of our Society to point out, 
however, that nobody from the 
Sheffield area went because 
they were not invited! We 
received a letter from Harro- 
gate office telling us that the 
event was to take place — 
whereupon I telephoned them 
to ask who was eligible to go. 
and they informed me_ that 


SPOD 


meeting 


SPOD, the Committee on 
Sexual and Personal Relation- 
ships of the Disabled, has for 
the past year been an auto- 


. homous organisation following 


six years of support from the 
National Fund for Research 
Into Crippling Diseases. It is 
about: to become a registered 
charity and its immediate 
financial security and expan- 
sion has been assured by a 
grant from the DHSS, of 
approximately £25,000 and, 
hopefully, in the longer term, 
by donations. 

The inaugural meeting of the 
newly created ‘SPOD’ charity, 
to be known as The Associa- 
tion to aid the Sexual and 
Personal Relationships of the 
Disabled. will take place at the 
International Students House, 
229 Great Portland Street, Lon- 
don W1, at 6.45 pm on Thurs- 
day, September 20, 1979. Mem- 
bership and, therefore, © the 
meeting, is open to all who 
support the objects of the 
Association, and can be repre- 
sented by individual or cor- 
porate membership, 


B. A. Thrift, 

SPOD, 

Brook House, 

2-16 Torrington Place, 
London WC1. 
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morning to six at night with 
no concessions made to her 
handicap. It sounds the per- 
fect recipe to develop an 


enormous chip on her shoulder, 


Yet Mrs Dougal’s positive 
enjoyment of life shone 
through in your article. You 
get so many youngsters 
today complaining about their 
bad luck. 


ones she wore out every fort- 
night, and see how they 
managed! : 

In fact I reckon 1 know a 
lot of non-disabied people 
more handicapped than Mrs 
Dougal in her wheelchair, 
simply because they do not 
have her capacity to get on 
with living their lives instead 
of continually grumbling about 
the quality of them. 

Her daughters must be very 
proud to haye a mum like 
her, and [ hope that many 
other handicapped people will 
read this article and find the 
same sense of inspiration that 
I got from it. She had the great 
blessings of a devoted husband, 
a happy marriage and healthy 
children, but they came at a 
time when many others would 
have grown dispirited and 
bitter about their lot in life. 


Mrs Dougal is obviously a _ 


very special lady facing the 
tragic shock of her husband's 
sudden death with dignity and 
bravery. I hope she enjoys 
many, many more happy 
years of a busy fulfilled jife. 

Thank you, Mrs Dougal — 
reading about you has been a 
real tonic! 


C. Watts (Miss), 
Glasgow. 


for us 


anybody could — no mention 
of any invitations or. nomina- 
tions therefore being required. 

I. must admit that our 
Executive Committee did have 
grave doubts about the wis- 
dom of handicapped children 
being expected to be part of 
‘milling crowd’ — 
however, it would have been 
nice to have been asked, and 
we look forward to being asked> 


' in the future. 


Mrs V. A. Beaumont, 

Hon. Secretary, 

Sheffield and Rotherham 
Spastic: Society. 
MRS Beaumont says in her 
letter that the Society's 


| Regional Office at Harrogate 


informed the group about the 
party. So did the Administra- 
tive Bulletin sent out to all 
local groups from the Society's 
HQ in London. And what 
about Spastics News! The ~ 
April issue not only gave full 
details about the party, free 
rail travel, overnight accom- 
modation, etc, but invited 
parents and group officers te 
apply for tickets, and how to 
do so. It pays to read the 
News . .. Editor, 
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Christiaus 
Is coming! 


THIS year’s Christmas 
catalogue is now ready 
and = available from 
Spastics Cards Utd. 


The fully illustrated cata- 
logue contains the usual 
wide selection of cards and 
calendars at varying prices 
as well as Christmas decora- 
tions, wrapping paper and 
gift tags. Among the pre- 
sents are books and jigsaw 
puzzles, games and sta- 
tionery items. 


Write for a copy of the 
catalogue to Order Depart- 
ment, Spasties Cards Ltd, 
The Ridgeway, Iver, Bucks 
SLO. 9HW, - 
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I'd like to see them. 
in Mrs Dougal’s boots — the- 
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® EFFORT, endea 
ceed are no strangers to Alyn Haskey, who in the 
past has won the Society’s Achievement Award. 


However, success on this occasion was just out 
of reach. 


® WATCHING, waiting and wondering about 
the next event, these entrants are lined up ready 
for the wheelchair dash. 


More people watch Radio Rentals 
Colour than any other. 


SN Sep 


vour and the struggle to suc- 


THE National Spastics 
Games, held this year 
at Trent Polytechnic, 
Nottingham, enjoyed a 
huge success, both 


with the number of 
contestants taking part 
and the standard they 
attained. The 267 com- 
petitors ranged in age 
from 10 to over 60, 
literally travelling from 
all over Britain — with 
one entrant coming 
from Aberdeen and 
another from Fal- 
mouth. 


A total of 57 centres, 
schools and hospitals sent 
competitors to the games, 
along with 20 private com- 
petitors who had achieved 
the very high standards 
that had been set at the 
area games at Meldreth, 
‘Lancaster, Newcastle, Bris- 
tol, Tonbridge, Edinburgh 
and Glasgow. 

Said Mr Arthur 
Edwards, the _ Society’s 


@ ABOVE: The wheel- 


physical education adviser: 
‘The standard and keenness 
ol the competitors demands 
that we make some adjust- 
ment to our standards 
of qualification for the 
national event, and that we 
amend, slightly, one or two 
of our rules of competition. 
It is becoming increasingly 
apparent that, in many 
quarters, serious training is 
now being undertaken in 


preparation for both the 


national and area games.’ 


The four special cups 
were presented to the quar- 
tet of winners: Boreham 
Cup te Valerie Nixon of 
High Wycombe; Berkshire 
Cup to Robert Iles of 
Bristol; Good Neighbours’ 
Trust Cup to Alan Kerwin 
of Cardiff; and the Boots 
Cup to Geoffrey Lord of 
Solihul}. 


chair dash is one of 
the most keenly con- 
tested of events. 


@ BELOW: Steven 
Collins, a student at 
the Roger Ascham 
School, concentrates 
on the intricacies of 
the slalom, while along- 
side him is slalom judge 
Mrs Pat Pettit. 
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® PORTRAIT of a prize winner as Alan Kerwin, 
one of the private entrants from Cardiff, throws 
the cricket ball — which put him on target to 
win the Good Neighbours’ Trust Cup. 


Read the British Standard 5776 


for Powered Stairlifts 


and then 


specify FURSE 


You won't find anything safer 
for either straight or curved 
staircases... fay 
that’s Furse 

standard! 


es 
ae 
= 

= 


Write for details of 
the unique Furse 
safety devices, and 
guide prices for our 
complete range 
which also includes 
vertical wheelchair 
lifts. 


A Crown House Company W.J. Furse & Co. Ltd, 
Lift Division 
= ~ Street 
S air 4 S Telephone. 502 ; 


1e 0602 868213 
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@ SPASTICS NEWS 


Offers 
and Wants | 


COMPANION / House- 
keeper wanted for lively, 
enterprising spastic lady, 
own room, modern Hamp- 
shire house, almost no 
mursing, other help, car 
driver preferred, good 
references. Please write to 
Box 100, Spastics News, 
The Spastics Society, 12 
Park Crescent, London 
WIN 4EQ. 


FOR Sale: Everest and 
Jenning wheelchair—-fully 
folding, excellent condi- 
tion, £95. Contact Mrs 
M. Cowie, East Hill, Liss 
GU33 7LB, Hampshire or 
phone Liss 5170. 


FOR Sale: Zimmer GB 
folding wheelchair, 
supreme model 8AU 20- 
774. Detachable arm rests, 


detachable swinging and 
elevating leg rests with 
padded supports. Pneu- 


matic tyres. New condi- 
tion, £90 or near offer, 
Would consider exchange 
for lightweight model in 


similar condition. ‘Tel: 
Colwyn Bay 49963. 
ES) 

MICHAEL J. Rossiter, 


52 Maesglas Avenue, New- 
port, Gwent, would like a 
female penfriend, prefer- 
ably in South Wales. His 
interests are music, danc- 
ing and going out. Please 
contact at the above ad- 
dress. 


FOR sale, Newton electric- 
ally powered wheelchair, 
mew condition, including 
batteries and charger, £220 
ono.—Tel 01-688 3942. 


News about 
the. 
Spastics Pool 


MRS Iona Hughes, of 
Llanfairfechan, Gwynedd, 
receiving a first dividend 


MESS Jean Spurrier, of 
Henley Park, Yatton, 
Bristol, receiving a cheque 
for £500 from  Spastics 
Pool regional manager, Mr 
Geoff Dornan, at the Yat- 


cheque for £8,333 from the 


Mayor of Llanfairfechan, 
Dr D. W. Summers. Said 
Iona, who is married, with 
a six-year-old daughter, 
‘This is the first time I have 
ever won anything in my 
life. Tona’s prize is the 
second large win in 
Gwynedd within four 
months. For Mr Wynn 
Griffiths, of Aber, received 
a first dividend cheque for 
£12,500 im April. 


ton Social Chub. Jean, 
who won a second prize in 
a free ‘Starball’ compe- 
tition for members of the 
Spastics Pool, intends 
spending the money on a 
holiday. 


‘Spending cuts 
the disabled’ 


DISABLED people will not escape the results of 
the Government’s cuts in public spending, and 
it would be foolish to pretend otherwise, admits 
Mr Reg Prentice, Minister for the Disabled. 


He told the AGM of 
the Royal National 


Institute for the Blind: 

‘I hope that cuts in ser- 
vices for disabled people 
will be few and_ far 
between, but it would be 
foolish to pretend that they 
will not be affected. Exist- 
ing cash benefits from the 
government such as inva- 
lidity pensions, attendance 
allowances and mobility 
allowances—will of course 
be maintained. So will war 


pensions and_ industrial 
injury benefits. Local 


authorities will, I hope, 
strive to find other areas 
for economies before 
reducing their services to 
the disabled and_ the 
chronically sick. 

‘But it is equally clear 
that we cannot take new 
‘mitiatives in the near 
future it they would cost 
money.’ 

Mr Prentice said that he 


hated being so negative. 
“There are very many 
improvements I should 
like to introduce for dis- 
abled people. Ultimately I 
hope that all the severely 
disabled will get a disable- 
ment income. 

‘I make no apology for the 
government’s spending cuts. 
Britain has got to live within 
her means. We must stop 


spending money We have not 
earned. Year by year we have 
lurched from one excessive 
borrowing figure to anether — 
a rake’s progress that has to 
come to an end. I would not 
insult disabled people by sug- 
gesting that they can contract 
out of Britain’s problems. 

‘In time, our tough economic 
policies should lead to a ris- 
ing national income. Then we 
can and must do more for 
chronically sick and disabled 
people — and for all those in 
our society who are handi- 
capped through no fault of 
their own. Other western 
countries have shown that a 
thriving free enterprise 
economy can go hand in hand 
With a social conscience. So 
can we.’ 


Lop the ‘flah’ first ? 


In a article com- 
menting on Mr Prentice’s state- 


Daily Telegraph 


leading 


ment, the 
declared: 


‘Té should be said in Mr 
Prentice’s defence that the dis- 
abled are not the easiest target 
for a government to hit (a silly 
liberal notion) but probably 
the hardest. They have strong 
pressure groups, and command 
the sympathy, even the some- 
times foo sentimental support, 
of society. The government 
will indeed be courageous, if 
nothing else, to push through 
any cuts. Yet the disabled may 


argue that some privileged 
groups have’ escaped the 
government's scythe, so that the 
argument of complefe  con- 
sistency and even-handedness is 
flawed; and they may also 
question whether all the flab 
in the public services will 
have been lopped off before the 
seythe comes around to them. 
It would not be an outrage, or 
unforgiveable betrayal of 
ideology, if Mrs Thatcher and 
Mr Prentice spared the dis- 
abled; but it would be an out- 
rage if the less deserving were 
spared and the disabled were 
not.’ 
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THERE were certainly buttons galore at The Spastics Society Shop in Walthamstow 
when the Pearly King and Queen, George and Mary Munns, arrived to present a £5,000 
dividend cheque to Mrs P. Truss. Said Mrs Truss, of Warner Road, Walthamstow, I 
intend spending the money on my children and grandchildren’ Also pictured is regional 


manager, Harry Sandford. 


2 : Bs 
A FIRST dividend cheque for £8,333 for Mrs A. Childs, from area supervisor, Mr Hol- 
man, at her home in Sturry, near Canterbury. Also pictured are Mr Childs, and Spas- 


tics Pool collector, Mr W. Goddard, who au tomatically receives a bonus cheque for £416. 
Mr and Mrs Childs intend putting the money towards buying a house. 


Get the best 

out of your 

Motability 

allowance and 

order your Ford — 

Fiesta or Escort 

Popular from Perrys 

of Southend — part 

of the World’s largest Ford Dealer Group. 
Perrys can quickly supply the Design Council 
Award winner — the Fiesta with its economic 950 ce 

low compression engine or the Disabled Drivers Escort 

Popular with automatic transmission as standard. 

Benefit from our experience — Perrys were selected to supply some 
of the first Ford cars issued under the Motability scheme. 


PLUS FREE PERRY ‘SUPERPACK’ 
*& Free Manual Trim Radio 

* Free Passenger Door Mirror 

* Free Rubber Floor Mats 

Please contact GARY MORELL your 
Motability specialist for further details 


including any special requirements you 
may have. 


Be 


in the U.K. 
(Excluding 
Northern Ireland 
and the Channel 
Islands) 


Agents Ausotiation 
189 London Road, Hadleigh, Benfleet 
Essex. Tel: 0702 554122 
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| Adopting a handicapped child — the facts 
How Jackie found a 


hy 
Nancy 


‘PARENTS for Child- 
ren’ is an adoption 
agency specialising in 
finding families for 
handicapped and older 
children who would 
otherwise spend their 
lives in care. The adop- 
tive parents are neither 
saints nor crazy, says 
the agency’s director, 
Phillida Sawbridge. 
They are ordinary 
people who see child- 
ren as children first and 
their disability second. 
Very often they are 
already parents ‘with 
room for one or two 
more,’ like Len and 
Elizabeth Wood, who 
approached Parents for 
Children a couple of 


years ago. 
In April this year, a six- 
year-old spastic. girl, 


Jackie, now seven, was for- 
mally adopted by the 
Wood tamily, Len and 
Elizabeth, who already had 
two children of their own, 
Tara aged 10 and Bobby 
aged eight. 


Judge 


The actual day for the 
signing of the official 
papers formalising the 
adoption was somewhat of 
an anti-climax, according 
to Len Wood. It was an 
informal occasion, lasting 
all of five minutes, held in 
an ordinary room, not a 
court, and the judge put on 
his wig only after the pro- 
ceedings were all over— 
‘and that was just to show 
the children that he really 
- was a proper judge,’ com- 
ments Len Wood. ‘He did 
it to give them a thrill.’ 

In fact Jackie's integra- 
tion as a member of. the 
Wood family had been 
taking place progressively 
Over the * previous’ ” 12 
months, carefully _moni- 
tored by Parents for Child- 
ren. But the idea of adopt- 
ing a handicapped child 
had long been in the back 


of Len and_ Elizabeth 
Wood’s minds. 
When they were first 


married, Len and Eliza- 
beth felt they would like 
four children, possibly a 
half and half mixture of 
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® JACKIE, a little seven-year-old spastic girl, found a family of her own with Len and 


mr Lamily of her own 


a 


Elizabeth 


Wood, Tara and Bobby, who live in Bourne End, Buckinghamshire. ‘Adoptive parents are neither 
saints nor crazy. They are ordinary people, often already parents with room for one or two more,’ 
says Parents for Children, an adoption agency specialising in home-finding for handicapped children. 


their own, plus a couple of 
adopted children. As they 
became more knowledge- 
able about adoption, they 
realised that the children 
with the greatest need for 
homes were children with 
handicaps. When they 
actually came to making 
inquiries about available 
children, they found local 
authorities ‘very | offput- 
ting.” It was only when 
they became members of 
PPIAS, Parent to Parent 
Information Advisory Ser- 
vice, a  consumer-run 
organisation which aims to 
guide would-be adopters 
through official red tape, 
that Len and Elizabeth first 
heard about the agency 
Parents for Children. 


Agency 


Parents for Children is a 
small Government grant- 
aided agency working 
within a 100 mile radius 
of London. A small team 
of social workers specialise 
in finding adoptive homes 
for the sort of children 


are both 


who have always been con- 
sidered ‘hard to place,’ eg, 
mentally and/or physically 
handicapped children, 
children of mixed race, and 
teenagers. The experience 
of both PPIAS and Parents 
for Children is that there 
families and 
single people willing to 
adopt these ‘children with 
special needs’ as they now 
tend to be called. What is 
needed is the time and 
trouble to locate them and 
match them up with avail- 
able children. 


“Parents for Children 
were keen whereas the 
others seemed to put up 
barriers. In fact Parents 
for Children grabbed us,” 
says Elizabeth. “Straight 
away there was a positive 
and definite response.” 

The Woods were invited 
to a discussion meeting at 
the London office of 
Parents for Children where 
they first met social worker 
Juliet Horne, who told 
them about Jackie, who 
was then living with a 
fostermother found for 


her by the local authority. 
At that time Jackie 


walked with the aid of 


sticks and she wore surgi- 
cal boots. She also had a 
slight hearing problem 
which had affected her 
speech development. So 
one of the prime con- 
siderations in placing not 
only Jackie, but any handi- 
capped child, is availability 
of services such as physio- 
therapy and speech 
therapy. Luckily the Wood 
family did live within easy 
reach of a good local 
special scheol which had 
these facilities laid on. 


In stages 


Meeting up with Jackie 
and getting to know each 
other took place in easy 
stages. Len and Elizabeth 
first saw and spoke to 
Jackie on a visit to her 
school, when as far as 
Jackie was concerned, they 
were just another lot of 
visitors. They eame to see 
her in her foster home, and 
Jackie together with her 
foster mother came to 


spend the day with the 
Wood family. 

As soon as Len and 
Elizabeth had made up 
their minds, then their own 
children Tara and Bobby 
had been told about the 
plans for adopting Jackie. 
Already they had _ been 
shown photographs and a 
previous short spell of 
fostering, which Len and 
Elizabeth had done a 
couple of years ago, also 
helped to prepare Tara 
and Bobby for the idea 
of sharing their parents. 

So Jackie moved in with 
the Wood family at the end 
of the 1978 Easter school 
term. “Tara and Bobby 
really welcomed her right 
from the start,” says Eliza- 
beth. 

Since she has been with 
the Wood family, Jackie 
has had two spells in 
hospital; one short stay for 
the correction of a slight 
squint; and a longer stay 
for operations on her legs 
last December when Eliza- 
beth “lived in” with her, 


Cont. on Page 8 
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‘CLIMB Every Mountain’ 


could well be the signature 
tune of 35-year-old Terry 
Marsh, who works for the 
leisure department of 
Wigan Corporation. For 
Terry has just crealed a 
new record in his own 
leisure time which is worth 
£4,000 to charity, including 
The Spastics Society’s ‘Save 
a Baby’ campaign. 

Terry set out to climb 
the highest mountains in 
Ireland, Wales, Engiand 
and Scotland all in one 
weekend. He started by 
scaling [Ireland’s 3,414ft 
Carrauntuohill which took 
one hour 52 minutes. A 
plane flew him from Dublin 
to Valley RAF station, 
Anglesey, from where he 
drove in his own car to the 
foot of Snowdon. After the 
ascent of Snowdon, he then 
drove to the Lake District 
to climb Scafell Pike, and 
his final summit chailenge 
was Ben Nevis in Scotland. 

Altogether Terry com- 
pleted the total climb of 
12,500 feet in 27 hours 13 
minutes. 


Alcohol 
danger 
to babies 


CONSUMPTION of alco- 
hol during pregnancy is 
already known to be a 
major risk to the healthy 
development of the foetus. 
Up till now it has usually 
been assumed . that. a 
mother should — refrain 
from drinking alcohol only 
during pregnancy. 

However fresh _ evidence 
revealed in a recent issue of 
The Lancet reports the case of 
a child with imuitiple con- 
genital malformations sugges- 


tive of foetal alcohol syn- 
drame born to alcoholic 
parents who had _ stopped 


drinking as long as one and a 
half years before the child’s 
conception. 

The case history suagests 
that alcoholism can have 
serious long-lasting effects on 
male and/or female germ 
cells. The evidence comes from 
a medical centre for genetic 
counselling in Boston, Massa- 
chusets. 


Jonsport trolley 


Tripp-Trapp chalr 


MEADIJESS LTD 
Radley Road 
Industrial Estate 
Abingdon, Oxon 
(9235) 21307/28120 


US 


KSUMFICAR 
PRODUCTS 
LTD 


Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 


Tatlored Seat Covers are unique in their 
quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl! roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 


Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 © 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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John Coombs, of Lane 
End, High Wycombe, 
Buckinghamshire, has been 
a member of his local 
group committee for 14 
years, serving as chairman 
for three years, vice-chair- 
man for three years and 
chairman of the _ fund- 
raising committee for three 
years. He is chairman of 
the board of governors of 

~ Park Crescent School, High 
- Wycombe, a member of his 
focal Parochial Church 
-Council, churchwarden, 
and member of the Dean- 
ery Synod. For six years he 
was Chairman of the East 
Regional Co - ordinating 
Committee, a member of 
the RCC for 13 years, and 
member of the Resources 
Committee. Mr Coombs’ 
own spastic child died at 


Kenneth Coulbeck, 
who is the parent of a 
spastic child, has been 
honorary’ secretary of 


| ; 


* Tan Dawson-Shepherd 
who lives in London, is a 
founder member of The 
Spastics Society, and_ its 
first chairman, A _ Civil 


Servant, he was Executive. 


Committee chairman be- 
tween 1952-60, and has 
been a member of the 
Executive Council since 
1973. He is a member of 
the Public Relations and 
Fund-raising Committee, 
and a member of the Col- 
wall Court and Wakes Hall 
Management Commniitiees. 
Mr Dawson-Shepherd is 
also on the Board of -Gover- 
mors of Guys’ Hospital 
Medical School, and Uni- 
versity of London repre- 
sentative on medical selec- 


the age of six. He has been 
in business for 25 years 
and is an executive with a 
national ice cream com- 


pany. 


South Humberside Spastics 
Society for 21 years. He is 
a founder member of the 
Lincolnshire Spastics Cen- 
tre, sitting on the man- 
agement committee, and is 
a member of the Society’s 
Midlands Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee. Mr 
Coulbeck is a maintenance 
engineer living in Humber- 
ston, Grimsby, a Council- 
lor and past Chairman of 
Humberston Parish Coun- 
cil, and a member of 


Grimsby REMAP. Mr 
Coulbeck has spent over 
two decades working with 
the Society at group level 
and his work has included 
local authority liaison. 


% 
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tion panels. He has a 
spastic daughter. 


London hosts Naidex “79 


NAIDEX °79, the National 
Aids for the Disabled Exhibi- 
tion, returns to Londou for 
1979. The Wembley Confer- 
ence Centre has been chosen 
for this year’s event (Noy 
21-23) now. recognised as 
comprehensive 
of aids and 
services for the disabled in the 
world. The Wembley Centre, 
completed three years ago, 
incorporating excellent facili- 


_ ties for the disabled, with lifts, 


ramps, toilets and parking, 
offers an ideal yenue for this 


Naidex will again feafure a 
wide range of products from 
manual and electric wheel- 
chairs, stairlifts, -vchicles, 
through to the latest electronic 
aids for persons with sight, 
hearing and speech defects. 

Of the 128 companies repre- 
senfed so far, 21 are from 
overseas countries. The staff 
of Naidex Conventions haye 
trevelled extensively, both in 
Europe and the USA, to pro- 
mote Naidex and it is hoped 
to feature even more overseas 
companies before reservations 
close. 


S AGM: ELECTI 
n 


for five 
vacancies 


THE Spastics Society’s Annual General Meeting 
takes place in London on October 13, when the 
guest speakers will be Lord Parry, President of 
The Spastics Society’s Wales Region, and eminent 
surgeon Mr George Pollock, Chairman of the 


Scottish Council for Spastics. 

One of the most vital tasks for the AGM delegates is 
the election of five new members to join the 15-strong 
Executive Council, the ultimate decision-making body of 
The Spastics Society. This year there are eight nominees 
for the five seats which are made vacant each year by 
retiring members who stand down in rotation. 

As some of the people who are entitled to vote for the 
election of Executive Council members cannot attend 
the meeting in person, Spastics News has a tradition of 
publishing photographs and brief biographical details of 
the candidates, so that eligible voters can, if necessary. 
take full advantage of the proxy system. ; 

Of the eight candidates up for election this time, four 
are retiring members standing again for possible re-elec- 
tion, and four are new contenders. One retiring member 
of the Council is not seeking re-election. 


Valerie Lang is a lib- 
rarian in London, and a 
member of the North Lon- 
don Spastics Association. 
Educated at St Margaret’s 


School, Croydon, she 
obtained a BSc(Econ) and 


* Alexander Moira, of 
Beaminster, Dorset, is a 
founder member of The 
Spastics Society and an 
honorary life member. He 


has been a member of the 


Post Graduate Divloma in 
librarianship at London 


» University. Miss Lang was 


variously committee secre- 
tary and hon secretary of 
the Association of °62 
Clubs, between 1971-75, 
and is still a member. She 
is on the committee of the 
Uphill Ski Club, is a mem- 
ber of the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society and 
has represented either the 
°62 Clubs or The Spastics 
Society at three interna- 
tional conferences. Miss 
Lang has been a member 
of the Resources om- 
mittee since 1976, is vice- 
chairman of Services sub- 
committee, chairman of 
the Consultative Greup, a 
Samaritan Fund _ trustee, 
and involved with the 


working party on special | 


needs of handicapped ado- 
lescents. 


executive body of the 
Society since 1952, and a 
vice-chairman of the 
Executive since 1960. He 
was Honorary Treasurer 
from 1952 to 1966. Mr 


Moira, who has a spastic 


daughter, is an ex-officio 
member of every com- 
mittee or other body 
appointed by the Executive 
Council, and an _ elected 
member of the Manage- 
ment Board and __ the 
Resources Committee 
(chairman). He is a trustee 
of Friends of Spastics 
League, a frustee of 
Charity Cards and a trustee 
of the Sembal Trust. Mr 
Moira, an architect, is also 
chairman of the Habinteg 
Housing Association, and 
a member of the Inter- 
national Cerebral Palsy 
Society. = 


Eric Plummer is a solici- 
tor living in Spalding, Lin- 
colnshire, where ke is 
founder member and cur- 


*Joyce Smith of 
Alderbury, Salisbury, 
Wiltshire, is a vice-chair- 
man of The Spastics 
Society and chairman of 
the Salisbury and. District 
Spastics Society. Mrs 
Smith has served on the 
Society’s Executive Coun- 
cil since 1971, is its repre- 
sentative on the Wakes 
Hall and Good Neighbours’ 
House management com- 
mittees and is a member 
of the following Society 
Committees: Management 
Board, Resources, ?ublic 
Relations and Fund Rais- 
ing (chairman), and Ser- 
vices sub-committee. She is 
chairman of the West 
Regional Co-ordinating 
Committee, and a member 
of Wiltshire County Coun- 
cil serving as _ vice-chair- 
man of the Education 
Committee and chairman 
of the Special Education 
Committee. Mrs Smith is 
chairman of governors of 
a secondary school, and a 
governor of Southampton 


i 


* Torwerth Thomas is 
the Society’s Honorary 


* oa a 2 : ; 1 ; 
Denotes member of the Executive Council retiring 


ON FOR © 
L SEATS 


rently chairman of (Cie 
Spalding and District Spas- 
tics Society, and president 
of Spalding and District 
Mentally Handicapped 
Society. He is also founder 
and first chairman of 


STRIVE, a local com- 
mittee to co-ordinate the 
activities of organisations 
in the area dealing with the 
problems of the handi- 
capped. Mr Plummer is 
a member and was, for five 
years, vice-chairman of the 
Friends of the Society’s 
Wilfred Pickles School. 
The parent of a spastic 
child, Mr Plumnner has 43 
years experience in the 
legal profession, and is 
also a member of various 
Masonic committees. 


ee 


University. Connected with 
a number of welfare organ- 
isations for the disabled 
and elderly, she is also a 


member of the District 
Council Management and 
Planning Committee, a 
member of Habinteg, and 
on the Salisbury Com- 
munity Health Council. 
Mrs Smith is a magistrate. 


eS 


Treasurer, and has been a 
member of the Executive 
Council since 1970. He is 
a member of the Manage- 
ment Board, chairman of 
the Finance Committee, 
and ex-chairman of the 
North-West Regional Co- 
ordinating Committee. Mr 
Thomas is a civil engineer, 
living in Culcheth, War- 
rington, Lancs, and is the 
father of a spastic child. 


He was chairman of the - 


Urmston and District Spas- 
tics Group for 12 years up 
to 1977, and continues as a 
member of the local group 
committec. 


by rotation but seeking re-election. 


Shake a tin 


FLAG Day in the City of 
London will be on Friday, 
October 19, and David Saint, 
Senior Appeals Officer, London 
Region, is seeking volunteers 
over the age of 16 to help 
make this year’s collection 
bigger and better than ever. 

» Peak hours when collectors 


in the City 


are needed most are between 
7 and 9 am to. catch the 
morning commuter erowds, 
and also in the luneh hour 
between 12 and 2 pm. 

Local groups ( 
who send 


and 
collectors 


centres 


benefit. 
directly, as all the money they 
can collect goes into their own 
group or centre’s account, .° ©” 
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Secondhand Rose glamour at Spastics Shops 


Updated image attracts 


new breed of custo 


Profits bloom 
on bright ideas 


FIVE years ago the Shops Department of The 
Spastics Society faced the fact that the clientele 
of charity shops were mainly pensioners and 
people who had seen better days. They realised 
that there was a new breed of bargain hunters 
in the High Street, shrewd of eye with canny 
instincts and a ‘never mind its origins, will it 
match?’ approach to filling the gaps in their ward- 
robes. And it’s more of these new ‘free-to-shop- 


anywhere’ customers from all age groups and 


backgrounds that the 105 Spastics shops all over 
the country are aiming to attract. 


Very soon the win- 
dow of every Spastics 
shop from Totnes to 
Carlisle will be display- 
ing a poster showing 
attractive blonde 
actress Sylvia Syms on 
a secondhand shopping 
spree. And if someone 
as glamorous as Sylvia 
Syms can be a Second- 
hand Rose, then so can 
anyone! 


Glad rags 


At a recent modelling 
session at the Spastics shop 
in Weybridge, Sylvia posed 
for photographers, showing 
off such gala glad rags as a 
mink coat valued at £250; 
an apricot . halter neck 
evening dress which 
accentuated her gorgeous 
suntan; a tasteful green silk 
embroidered Chinese eyen- 
ing jacket and a_ trendy 
denim jump suit: all 
upmarket fashion garments 
Which had come into the 
shop as donations. 

Among her going home 
Purchases were a pair of 
black evening shoes, and a 
cream ~=coloured classic 
shirt/blouse which cost 
90p. ‘Ninety pence. You 
must be joking. I can’t 
believe it,’ 
amazed and delighted. 


Policy 
‘Gone are the days when 
We ran our shops in dimly 
lit, scruffy surroundings 
with goods displayed on 
trestle tables and in card- 
board boxes,’ says John 


Tough, Head of Market-| 


mg. “Our policy of upgrad- 
mg which started five years 
ago has had an enormous 
efiect on increasing sales, 
and as we continue with 
Sur improvement pro- 
gramme, the net contribu- 
tion will become greater 
4nd greater,’ he added. 

Running charity shops is 
aN expensive form of fund- 
Taising bearing in mind 
Tents, rates, insurance and 
Stlaries. But, says John, 
the returns can be great, 
48 his figures show. 

The amount distributed 
fo regional funds and to 
cal groups last year was 
®Ver £100,000 net and it is 


Oped that the distribution 


said Sylvia, 


for this year will be 
doubled. Already in the 
first quarter of this year, 
from April till June, a total 
of £66,000 had been 
realised by the Marketing 
Department for distribu- 
tion to regional and local 
funds. 

All this has come about 
through a deliberately 
planned rationalisation 
programme which reflects 
John’s earlier background 
working experience with 
Marks & Spencers. 
Properly fitted and car- 
peted shops have trebled 
their average weekly sales 
from around £70-£80 to 
£200 plus per week. A fast 
tumover of seasonal 
clothes on sale at the right 
time; stock rotation by 


means of date coded price 


HULL’s own rugby super- 
star Clive Sullivan pitched 
in with enthusiasm when 
he was asked to re-open the 
Hull Spastic Shop. !¢ has 
been closed for just seven 
days while a band of 
volunteers gutted, and re- 
fitted what had been very 
shabby premises. Clive cut 
the tape on a Sparkling new 


tickets; training seminars 
for area shop supervisors as 
well as a sales commission 
scheme for manageresses, 
who are salaried employees 
—all these improvements 
have shown dividends 
without ever losing the 
human touch. 
Ability 

‘The ideal manageress 
must have a natural ability 
to sell as well as being able 
to create the right atmo- 
sphere. She must be able to 
make good ‘contacts in 
order to encourage dona- 
tions and she must be 
someone who knows 
instinctively in September 
to put the winter coats out 
on display,’ says John. 

‘For the right person the 
job is marvellous. You're 
dealing with the public, 
You're your own boss and 
free to use flair and initia. 
tive. And there’s the addi- 
tional benefit of knowing 
you are helping handi- 
capped people.’ 

Backing up the mana- 
geresses of the individual 
shops is a team of 15 field 
staff including five area 
shop supervisors. The 
headquarters of the 
Marketing Department is 
in Croydon and the staff 
there, headed by John 
Tough, includes a property 
manager, a merchandising 
manager responsible for 
the new gift items which 
account for 20 per cent of 
sales, and a shops advisor, 
Maurice Liston, who is a 
retired Marks & Spencers 
branch manager. Two 
Waste Reclamation Ware- 
houses at Welwyn and 
Faversham supply a selec- 
tion of top quality cloth- 
ing to supplement shop 
donations. 


shop and the success of the 
re-paint has been reflected 
in a rise in takings. 

Our picture shows Clive 
with the manageress of the 


Hull shop, Mrs Joyce 
Moseley on his right in the 
line-up, and assistant inan- 
ageress Mrs Pauline Horne 
on the left, along with the 
volunteers who help run the 
shop. 


12FS 


The latest scheme from 
the Marketing Department 
involves a series of small 
‘Save a Baby’ shops with 
the net profits going 
straight into campaign 
funds. These shops are 
situated in Camden, Wel- 
ling, St Paul’s Cray, and 
East Dulwich, and an 
entirely new kind of shop 
is planned for London’s 
Wardour Street, which will 
specialise in knitwear and 
Which aims to attract the 
young tourist trade. 


The character and the 
clientele of Spastics shops 
varies according to the 
locality.. The Horley shop 
near Gatwick is patronised 
by air crews as. well as 
tourists. The ideal charity 
shop, however, is located in 
an area of mixed popula- 
tion which guarantees a 
balance of donations and 
sales. 


New range 


There are two combina- 
tion shops at Weybridge 
and Woking where half the 
floor space is given to 
‘Home Affairs,’ a range of 
new country kitchen type 
merchandise, and the 
reasoning behind this ven- 
ture is to pull in the more 
affluent shoppers who are 


all potential donors of 
secondhand goods who 
have to walk through the 
secondhand part of the 
shop to reach the display. 

The most popular line in 
all the Spastics shops is in 
ladies’ tops, which is a 
direct reflection of the 
retail trade. Children’s 
clothes are in demand but 
there isn’t much interest in 
babywear, which people 
tend to pass on to relatives 
and friends. 

Christmas cards will be 
on sale shortly, but mean- 
time September is by far 
the busiest month of the 
year with peak sales. Those 
budget bargains in winter 
coats boost ‘sales even 
higher and the local groups 
benefit as a result. 
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THERE’S nothing 
scruffy or down at heel 
about any of the 105 
Spastics Shops situated 
in high streets all over 
the country. A typical 
feature is the Society 
collecting doll outside, 
which like the flower 
stands in this picture 
comes inside aft night. 
The facade of this 
shop in Bromley com- 
pares favourably with 
those of its commercial 
neighbours, and attracts 
delighted customers 
confident of finding 
value for money and a 
wide range of  mer- 
chandise. 
Picture by Reckenham 
and Penge Advertiser 
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FIONA Dickson, age 22, 
from West Lothian, has 
just received a BA (Socio- 
logy) degree from Stirling 
University. ‘Fioua has 
shown tremendous guts in 
overcoming her disability,’ 


commenied Eric Dow of 
the Scottish Council for 
Spastics. 

Fiona is thinking of 


social work as a future 

career. ‘I think my handi- 

cap could be a great help 

in that kind of work,’ she 
said. 

Picture by 

Scottish Daily Record 


‘Aids for disabled would sadden visitors’ 
No place on Rhyl's prom 
for Society’s exhibition 


THE bright yellow 
exhibition trailer full 
of helpful gadgets and 
aids for elderly and dis- 
abled people, which is 
put on the road by The 
Spastics Society, was 
banned from Rhy! 
promenade by their 
Tourism and Amenities 


Committee. 
‘Completely out of 
place” Mr Ron Smith, 
Entertainments Director, 
told The Western Mail, 
Wales’ largest newspaper, 


which quoted Mr Smith as 
saying that the presence of 
the Visiting Aids Centre on 
the promenade ‘would have 
a bad effect on holiday- 
makers and tinge their 
holidays with sadness.’ 

‘Are we in the business 
of social services or a holi- 
day resort?? Mr Smith 
wanted to know. 

And Ms Jae Owen, The 
Spastics Society’s WAC 
Officer who organises sites, 
was quick to point out to 
Mr Smith that during the 
summer season the travel- 
ling road show of specially 
designed aids, which is 


financed by the Depart- 
ment of Health and Social 
Services, deliberately visits 
holiday resorts as a com- 
munity service of benefit to 
both local residents as well 
as holidaymakers. 

‘Attendance figures for 
holiday resorts show the 
extent of public interest in 
our display and [I can 
assure Mr Smith we do not 
force entry, commented 
Jae Owen. 

A large proportion of 
Rhyl’s holidaymakers are, 
in fact, elderly or disabled 
peopie. 

‘Rhyl has a big promen- 


ade and because it is so 
flat, is ideal for pushing 
wheelchairs, says Jae. 
‘When I visited Rhyl, I saw 
more wheelchairs along the 
promenade than I’ve ever 
seen in any holiday resort.’ 

Residents and visitors on 
the North Wales coast did 
get their chance to view the 
mobile exhibition of aids 
at other sites. An alterna- 
tive resort, Colwyn Bay, 
offered an attractive site in 
the popular Eirias Park 
with only two days notice, 
and the Kwik Save Dis- 
count Store in nearby Pres- 
tatyn offered their car park. 


They ll look sweet 
upon the seat... 


TWO Yorkshiremen are planning to put a spoke into the 
wheels of a charity cycle ride. 

Up till now no men have ever been allowed to take 
part in the annual women’s sponsored cycle ride at 


Malton. 


This year, however, a 73-year-old retired bus driver 
who has not ridden a bicycle for 50 years, plans to join 
the 86 women who will be riding the 20 miles in aid of 
the Ryedale Spastics and Disabled Persons Society. 
Bill Halstead will wear women’s clothes and make-up for 
the event, and he will be accompanied by his friend Mr 
Jim Oldfield who plans to decorate his ‘sit up and beg’ 


biycle with flowers. 


Mr 


Care-comfort-. 


confidence that’s what 
INCO is all about 


Providing efficiency for busy nursing staff, 


and ensuring comfort for the patient,” 


INCO preducts give com 
for both ambulant and 


bedridden cases. 


INCO ROLL. A highly economical absorbent cellulose. 
protective roll.Cut to the length required. A common: 
sense product in sensible packaging — used in 
conjunction with Inco Garments or Pull-on Pants. | 


INCO PULL-ON PANTS. Supple P.V.C. pants in eight 
sizes with elasticated legs and waist for complete 
protection. Very suitable for ambulant and arthritic 


patients. 


INCO GARMENTS. Made with adrop front and press- 
stud release to facilitate changing especially in bed- 
ridden cases. Eight adjustable sizes for a perfect fit. 
Both pants and garments are washable, waterproof, 

._ Suitable for either sex and permanently size marked, 


Robinsons of Chesterfield. 


Robinson & Sons Ltd, Wheat Bridge, Chesterfield S40 2AD, Tel: Chesterfield 31101 


plete protection 
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Jackie’s 
new 
family 


Cont. from Page 5 


with Len taking time off 
from his job as a computer 
programmer to look after 
Tara and Bobby. 

‘Time spent on frequent 
trips to hospitals and 
clinics for check-ups and 
assessments is another im- 
portant factor to be con- 
sidered when adopting a 
handicapped child, says 
social worker Juliet Horne. 
The importance of regular 
developmental checkups is 
in itself a powerful argu- 
ment in favour of adoption 
since handicapped children 
in local authority care can 
easily miss out if there is 
no special person to moni- 
tor and make sure that 
follow-up visits are carried 
through on a_ long-term 
basis. = 

Since Jackie’s operation 
on her legs, she has been 
able to do away with her 
surgical boots and her 
sticks, and now she only 
wears her fibreglass splints 
at night. 

Her speech, too, is im-’ 
proving as she learns to 
write. The tantrums which 
Len and Elizabeth were 
warned about have proved 
Virtually non-existent — 
‘only one that I can 
remember when you 
weren't. here, Elizabeth 
tells Len. 

There minor 


are fric- 


tions from time to time. | 


‘Jackie can perfectly well 


“WE treat Jackie as much 
as possible like a normal 
child,’ says Elizabeth and 
Len Wood, her adoptive 
parents. Since Jackie 
moved in with the Wood 
family, she has done away 
with both surgical boots 
and sticks. Her speech, too, 
is improving as she learns 
to write and spell. 


fasten her own shoes, but 
she will try and get you to 
do it for her if she can get 
away with it,’ says Len. 

Len and Elizabeth Wood 
welcome the permanence 
of adoption. ‘It’s nice to be 
able to make long term 
plans like putting her name 
down for the Brownies,’ 
says Elizabeth. ‘Now a 
foster mother can’t make 
promises like that without 
the risk of disappointment 
if those plans aren’t carried 
out.’ 

‘As far as possible we 
follow the advice given by 
Parents for Children—to 
treat Jackie like a normal 
child. 


| 
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September 
cookery 


MINTED LAMB 
(serves 4) 

4 British lamb cutlets 
Seasoned flour 
4 oz Oatmeal 
1 Egg, beaten 
1 thspn Chopped mint 
1 oz Butter 
Salt and pepper 

Season lamb, coat in floy 
then dip in egg. Mix the ming 
with oatmeal. Roll lamb in this 
mixture. Bake, dotted with 
butter, at 375 F, Mark 5, for 
about 30 minutes. 


BLACKCURRANT 
CHEESECAKE 
120z cottage cheese, sieved 
1 pint fresh single cream 
3oz gelatine 
4 tablespoons water 
Rind of two lemons, grated 
4 tablespoons lemon juice 
3 British eggs, separated 
4o0z caster sugar 
4 pint fresh double cream, 
lightiy whipped 

60z digestive biscuits, crushed 
loz demerera sugar 
20z home-produced butter 


Topping: 

41b blackcurrants, topped and 
tailed and stewed in a liftle 
water. 

Sugar to taste 

Arrowroot or cornflour to 
thicken 


Grease and line an eight 
inch deep cake tin. Mix single 
cream and cottage cheese toe 
gether. Dissolve the gelatine in 
the water. Put lemon rind, 
juice, caster sugar and egg 
yolks in a basin over a pan 
of hot water and whisk uniil 
thick. Remove from heat and 
whisk until beginning to cool, 
then whisk in the gelatine 
Blend egg yolk mixture willl 
the cottage cheese  smixture 
Leave until thick but not set 
Fold in whisked egg  whiies 
and the lightly whipped double 
cream, making sure all is well 
blended. Pour into prepared 
tin and chill until set. Thor 
oughly blend together th 
crushed biscuits, butter and 
demerera sugar, sprinkle ovet 
cheesecake, pressing dowm 
lightly and chill again until all 
is firm. Turn cheesecake out of 


to a serving platter, remove” | 


lining paper. Thicken the 
stewed, sweetened  blackcur 
rants with arrowroot or cotit 
flour, allow to cool and begifl 
to set, then spread on top of 
chilled cheesecake. Leave ind 
cold place until ready. 


— 
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TOP QUALITY PENS 


Diestamped with 30 Gold Letters and Spaces 


£3-45 
PER 100 PENS 
(VAT PAID) 


* 
* 
* 


STANDARD CHARGE 
POST & PACKING 
80 PENCE 


Minimum order for pens 200 


DIARIES ALSO AVAILABLE 
ORDERS DESPATCHED SAME DAY 


Samples 2 x 10p stamps—please try before you buy 
Supplied to the UK only 


ABBEY WHOLESALE 


974-976 LONDON ROAD, TRENT VALE, 
STOKE-on-TRENT, ST4 5NX 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
Sale or return—full refund on pens returned | 
| 
| 
\ 
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‘ 


FOLLOWING a re- 
appraisal of my _ handi- 
sapped child’s future edu- 
cational needs, once more 
have, like many other 
parents, come head on into 
ihe Parent v Professional 
perennial deadlock. A 
recent assessment carried 
put «at )«6mThe_~—— Spastics 
Society's Family Services 
Centre, London, and 
packed up by my Local 
Education Authority edu- 
cational psychologist made 
erfain findings as to what 
my child’s; future educa- 
tional needs were likely to 


She said: 

‘WE are in full agreement 
with Mr Lindley about the 
need for “genuine partner- 
ship” between parents and 
professional people. We 
only sorry that there 
pms to have been some 
misunderstanding about the 
itten information that we 
always ready to send 
arents after an assess- 


Se 


Seat ae tet tata SN i li fet ES At AS A i NE IIA a I A a 


PROPERTY 
IS OUR BUSINESS 


Offices, Shops, Factories and Warehouses 
Investments, Developments 
London Houses and Flats, Country Houses, 
Farms and Estates 

Agricultural and Sporting Properties 
European and Overseas Properties 
Sales, Lettings, Acquisitions, 

Town Planning and Compensation 
Valuations for all purposes, Surveys and Auctions 
Development Analysis, Project Management 
Property Management 

Rent Reviews and Lease Renewals 


JOHN: D. WOOD. 


SURVEYORS, AUCTIONEERS, VALUERS AND ESTATE AGENTS 
23 Berkeley Square London W1X 6AL Telephone 01-629 9050 Telex 21242 


Also at Chelsea, Kensington, Regents Park, City of London, Edinburgh, Port Talbot, 
Southampton, Newbury, Horsham, Harpenden and Winchester 


Don’t quess,the professionals can advise. 


The crunch came when 
I applied for more detailed 
information, following a 
proposal made by my 
LEA. By and large it 
seems common practice 
among LEA’s not to 
divulge the contents of 
confidential reports to par- 
ents, as I found out. 

Bearing in mind that ulti- 
mately it will be my decision 
as to whether or not my child 
makes would could be an 
extremely significant move, the 
dilemma T am faced with is in 
having to decide what specific- 
ally my child’s needs are likely 
to be, and how they are to be 
best met, without having a 
scrap of releyant information. 


family spend at our 
Family Services and 
Assessment Centre at [ “tz- 
roy Square the findings and 
implications of the assess- 
ment and the suggested 
recommendations are dis- 
cussed very fully with 
parents, who are encour- 
aged to ask questiens and 
to raise any special nrob- 
lems. We usually find that 
this discussien provides 


Parents V professionals—must 
there always he deadlock? 


What really surprised me 
was that The Spastics Society 
which I had always thought of 
as a parent initiated body, 
adopted exactly the same 
standpoint as the LEA. 

Lots of other parents must 
be faced with the same kind 
of agonising situation, and I 
just wonder how Jong the day 
is off before a real moye is 
made to create a genuine 
partnership thereby replacing 
what amounts to nothing more 
than an increasingly jargonistic 
and self-interested professional 
clitism. 

Alan Lindley (Mr), 
Haseldene, 
Beltoft, 


Doncaster. 


confidential renort—hut we seek 
genuine partnership’ 


MISS Margaret Morgan, The Spastics Society’s 
Controller of Personal Services, was asked by 
Spastics News to comment on Mr Lindley’s letter. 


sufficient information for 
the majority of families. 
‘After ‘the assessment a full 
confidential report is prepared 
for the professional people 
who are closély involved with 
the child, adolescent or adult 
and this report would not 
necessarily be very meaning- 
ful to parents. It is, however, 
possible for parents to have, 
in written form, the informa- 
tion that has been discussed 
with them, together with the 
recommendation of the panel. 
It is unfortunate that this was 
not available to Mr Lindley at 
the time. We have, however, 
made sure that he has tow 
received a report and we hope 
that this has helped him to 
make plans fer his  son’s 
future, in co-operation with 
the Local Education Authority.’ 
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Council action after 
group's campaign 


THE campaign of the 
South East London Spas- 
tics Group te try and per- 
suade Greenwich Council 
to provide residential 
accommodation for severely 
handicapped adults in the 
borough has achieved some 
degree of success. 

The desperate need for 
residential accommodation 
in the area which was 
highlighted in July’s Spas- 
tics News has. at last been 
recognised by Greenwich 
Council. The group man- 
aged to persuade the coun- 
cil to hold a public meet- 
ing at which the Director 
of Social Services, Mr 
Andrew Foster, outlined 


the council’s plans to ear- ~ 


mark £100,000 towards a 
residential home as well as 
setting aside a_ further 
£86,000 for expenditure in 
the forthcoming year. 

A site was under con- 
sideration, Warren Woods, 
Shooters Hill, a former 


children’s home, but be- 
cause this belonged to the 
Greater London Council, 
there were legal problems. 


‘A step in the right direc- 
tion’ was the reaction of 
the local group. Secretary 
Lynne Waller commented: 
‘We are delighted that the 
council are prepared to put 
money inte short stay 
accommodation. We’re 
sorry, of course, that the 
plans don’t include long 
term accommodation, but 
at least this should co 
something to alleviate the 
stress on some of our 
parents, some of whom are 
now nearing their eighties.’ 

The South London 
Spastics Group has now 
established an  arrange- 
ment whereby there will be 
quarterly meetings with 
their representatives and 
council members in order 
to discuss progress in the 
provision of long term resi- 
ential accommodation. 


What do you think ? 


MANY local groups of The 
Spastics Society 
about the 


are con- 
lack 
residential 


cerned 
of appropriate 
faeilities for people cither 
with severe handicaps or 
who are not uble to look 
after themselves in their 
own home. [In addition, 
there is also a serious short- 
age of regular short-term 
facilities for severely handi- 
capped people who are liv- 
ing with their parents. 

In order to get a picture 


of what facilities are avail- 
able and where there are 
particular shortages, the 
Sheffield and Rotherham 
Spastics Society has sugges- 
ted that local greups chould 


be invited to send = to 
Spastics News details of 
the range of residential 


facilities available in their 
districts. Disabled readers 
are specially invited to send 
us their views about the 
type of residentia! facilities 
that they would Jike to 
have. 


bed rails. 


When nursing 
patients at home, keep 
them safe in bed with 
our domestic bedside 
rail. Easily fitted to all 
types of beds, they are 
strongly constructed in 


enamelled tubular 
steel. 


Their height 
can be simply adjusted 


within seconds, and 


they are stable enough 
to allow patients to alter 
their position in bed by holding 


onto the rail. 
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MRS Downs and her son 
Terry. 


‘Worthwhile 
effort’ 


@ ‘OUR campaign in the 
local press was definitely 
worthwhile,” commented 
Mrs Floss Downs, chair- 
man of the SE London 
Group. ‘Before that we 
didn’t even get a reply out 
of the council. Now at 
least we are having these 
confrontations. It should 
help to keep the council on 
the ball. 

‘We’re not knocking their 
social services which are 
pretty good. But at the 
same time we felt that the 
most important thing 
missing was. local residen- 
tial accommodation.’ 


When not required, the bed rail can be broken 
down and stored flat, and then re-assembled in a few minutes. 


For further details, please write to:- 


Tubiton House, Medlock Street, Oldham OL1 3HS. Tel: 061-652 2299 


" 
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Obituaries Tragic death of 
Peres eer - Dr Anderson 
rofessor Tizard — a man o : 
; DR Elizabeth Anderson, from Birkbeck College, ant 
: after a distinguished career _ finally_a PhD fromthe Insti 
g in which she became a tute, in 1975. 
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Research Eiolessot and ' characters, ‘Mr Pastry’ has tradition of the English Anderson. was fans A tirel 
irector oO 1e 1omas : f =f hig fitst ADpeAratice On” = aternher of sui 

i : Ti died at the age of 70. With theatre, his first app ; 

Coram Research Unit Prof Jack Tizard Pee ee St he stale bene at sik weck of aitlech. aol jaan 
Jee age in his mother’s arms, and ber of consultancies both he 


wisdom and compassion 


ard, Chairman of The 
Spastics Society's Educa- 
tional Advisory Committee 
since 1966, died on August 
2 at the age of 60. Pro- 
fessor Tizard was born in 
New Zealand in 1919 and 
educated at Canterbury 
University College in New 
Zealand and the Universi- 
ties of Oxford and Lon- 


don. He was Professor of 
Child Development at the 


2 ; i Dev elopment:. : 
University of London In- : : Child 
stitute ap Education from ONE.’ of Britain’s best the opening of more than 70 eerys ss Psychology. 

‘ : A i ing S$. tion to a yer 2 
1964 until 1971 and was known and loved comic ‘¥ams Pee eis eres 


He worked tirelessly to 


was the DHSS Committee — the deprivations suffered by 


field of. children’s services will 
not be forgotten and he wil! 
continue to influence - our 
attitudes towards children and 
our commitment to improye 
the services that we provide 
for them. 

Maureen Oswin 


leading figure in the field of 
education and the handi- 


history and geography degree 
at St “Andrew's University, 
gained her post graduate 
certificate in education from 
the Institute of Education, 
followed by a diploma. in 
education, a BSc First Class 
Hons:in Psychology part-time 


capped child, has died jfye independence, 
: tragically at the age of 42. Uganda. In addition, 
: PROFESSOR Jack = Tiz- be impossible to fill, but his Born in Sc otland. Dr taught English for a yea 
work and achievements in the Anderson gained a modern the Society’s Thomas Dela 


‘Mr Pastry’ made 
children happy 


tache, flapping coat tails, 


Mr-Hearne was in the great 


he claimed to have been 


—— 


Dr Anderson- also ha, 
varied teaching “career,” wor 
ing in Malan both before 


School between 1962-63, ~~ 

Dr Anderson then foe 
her attention on  1ése 
work, initially in East A 
and then England, publis 
work for the National 
for Research into Cri 
Diseases. Between 19 
she was research officer at 
Department of Child Dey 
ment, at the Institute of 
tion, and from 1973 ‘in 
death. Research’ Officer: 
Thomas Coram. Rese 
Unit of the Departm 


workload. of: 


and abroad. She was a regular 


develop better educational, on Child Health Services, handicapped children living in bowler hat ae Hee cradled’ in=the- “prope = Baskets > antdlscegmectentne aan 
heath and.-social: services. Whese Report: ‘Fit for the inappropriate institutions and rimmed glasses, ichar His appeal was international to lectures, tutorials, confer. 
Future’ (1976) is regarded he stressed the need to develop Hearne’s zany antiCS and he was well-known in ences and workshops, as well 


for children and his work 
is recognised as being a 


- - ‘ i = ‘Papa Gateau’ and Germany _ students. 

unique and outstanding or pabpsied mite He took a special interest in But:Mr Pastry also had a where he was ‘Mr Sugar Tart’ Dr Anderson was the aut 
contribution to world heal h Sioa ie sees % The Spastics Society and the serious side — touring a and he also became a familiar of a considerable number 
Knowledge about child- — sit ere = eee care of multiply handicapped school for spastic children in figure on the American Ed publications, some writien 
ren’s needs. He was a number of outstanding children, and he gave wise Croydon he realised just how Sullivan TV Show. He retired conjunction’ with others, 
awarded the Kennedy books on social policy, ang forward-looking guidance much swimming pools meant in 1970 as a protest against at the time of her death 
International Scientific - child development and — jn his role as Chairman of in the treatment of handi- the increase of smutin popular almost completed her final 
Award in 1968 and the mental retardation. the Educational Advisory — capped children. From then on — entertainment, having been work. It is a study of the 
Research Award of the Those people with a srecial Committee. The Society he was a tireless and indefatig- one of the earliest teievision psychological adjustment - 


American Association on 
Mental Deficiency in 1973. 
He was. a .member. of 


zs ae acre more community services and 
as the. century's most. im family support systems, 


concern about the institution- mourns Professor Tizard, not 
alisation of handicanped chil- only as a _highly-informed 
dren will always remember leader bui also as a friend 
Professor Tizard with affection whose wisdom and compassion 


brought pleasure to count- 
less children and adults. 


able worker, devoting his con- 
siderable talents to raising 
money for pools. His coniribu- 
tion was such that in 1970 he 


France where he was called 


Stars. 

Mr Hearne died peacefully 
at his home in the piciuresque 
village of Bearsted in Went 


as supervising post- a 


adolescents with cerebral: ‘pa 
or spina bifida and. is” 


“result of a demanding. three- 


year research programme. 


oe numerous cominittees, one 
: of the most recent of which 


and leaves a widow and two 
married daughters. 


and respect, for he was well- inspired all who met him. His 
known for his views about death leaves a gap which will 


-was awarded the OBE for his 
services, and his efforts led to 


memorial — it will be p 
lished some time next year. | 


Get 15% | 

discount and — 
upt 
4 years to pay. 


BL offer a very attractive 
Mobility Scheme for the disabled, 

We'll sell any Mini, Maxi, 
Allegro, Marina, Princess, MG 
or Triumph model, to any 
holder of a Mobility Allow- 
ance, ata 1s, discount on 
our list price. 

We'll do this through a 
BL Cars Ltd, Distributor or 
Main Dealer, who’ll also 
arrange to get the car modi- 
fied in any way necessary 
through one of five specially 
approved companies, 


New found freedom 
for the disabled child 


Bring your child back 
into family life! 


Look at these advantages: 
* One chair is a high chair, 
, pushchair, recliner, car 

=a seat, 


* Full range of 
accessories to suit specific 
handicaps and giying 
greater comfort 

and superior 

positioning. 


* 2sizes — We have arranged a Sfereaey Mtoe 
arate ages 2 -14 years North finance plan with Lombard BL Distributors and Main 
: orth Central, With a minimum Dealers > branch of 
3 * Goes into cars, trains, ealers , or any branch of 


o deposit, up to 4 years to pay 
aun £10,000 free life cover (subject 
to certain conditions), 

This scheme is open to all 
Mobility Allowance recipients 
(including relatives of those not 
able to drive), as well as to Private 
Car Allowance holders, and to 
existing trike owners. 

Get the full details from all 


Mobility Scheme (G) OQ | 


See our cars on Stand No. 118 at Naidex ’79 


Lombard North Central Limited, 
Or write to: Mobility 
Scheme Department, BL Cars 
Lid; L ongbridge, Birmingham 
B31 2TB, for price list anda 
complete information pack, 
including an authorisation form 
to allow you to proceed with the 
purchase at your BL dealer. 


buses — no special effort , 
or space needed. 


Contact us 
now, and 
we'll 

give 

you 

the 

full 
details. 


ORTHO-KINETICS, 


(Dep Chair Division 
(UK Ud ere 
24 South Hampshire, 
Industrial Park, Totton, 
Southampton, SO4 3ZZ. 
Tel: Southampton (0703) 863629. 
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THREE-year-old Parag 
Joshi from Haydock, Lan- 
cashire, has a new ‘toy’ 


_frain to help him walk. 


Parag’s physiotherapist 
recommended the ‘toy’ 
train to strengthen his leg 
muscles, after his mother 
Mrs Vrinda Joshi had 
been approached by the St 
Helens Spastics Society to 
see if there was a piece of 
equipment from _ which 
Parag could benefit. 

The money was raised ”y 
a group from St Bartholo- 
mew’s School, Rainhiil. 

Picture by South 

Lancashire Newspapers Ltd 


Lucky 13 


TRADITIONALLY num- 
ber 13 is nobody’s lucky 
number, but it is lucky for 
some as Brighton mother 
and daughter Lorna Ward 
and Susan Sinclair found 
out when they bought tic- 
kets from The Spastics 
Society’s thirteenth lottery. 
It was a spur of the 
moment decision at a one- 
day market, Mrs Ward 
Paid for the tickets, and 
Mrs Sinclair opened one to 
discover that it was worth 
£1,000. They decided to go 
50-50 with the prize, and 
both have decided to put 
the money towards new 
€ars. Picture shows: Mrs 
Lorna Ward, left, and her 


daughter Mrs Susan Sin- 


clair receive their £1,000 
cheque from Councillor 
Dudley Baker at the 
Hamilton House Day 
Centre for 
Hove. 


Spastics’ * iit * 


sored cycle trip. 


MRS Anne Willcock, 
secretary of the Stockport, 
East Cheshire and High 
Peak Spastics Society had 
six speedy young cyclists to 


thank for their contribu- 
tion. of £26, which they 
raised on a 22-mile spon- 


“Picture by 
Stockport Express 


Bald facts 


revealed 


SOME people will go 
to the most extra- 
ordinary lengths to 
raise money for spastic 
children. The bald facts 
of this_ hairbrained 
scheme resulted in a 
close shave for two of 
the regulars of the 
Staryway Inn, South- 
ampton. For 24-year- 
old Glen Spencer and 
22-year-old Morley 
Blake, it was a case of 
hair today and gone 
tomorrow, and as a 
result local spastic 
children were £100 
better off because 
astounded friends were 
prepared to pay to see 
the young men lose 
their crowning glories. 


Picture by 
Southern Evening Echo 


Quiet cash 


SILENCE was golden at 
Barnwood First School in 
Guildtord where 98 five to 
eight year olds raised more 
than £370 by keeping their 
lips sealed for half an hour. 
Parents had signed the 
forms in disbelief that their 
rowdy youngsters could 
keep quiet for so long. 
Six-year-old Sian Peach 
and eight-year-old Teresa 
Maker count the proceeds 
which went to the White 
Lodge Centre for spastic 
children in Chertsey. 
: Picture by 
pores Advertiser 


IV set for hospital 


THIS television line-up of 
nursing staff from Balder- 
ton Hospital, Newark, 
Notts, took place together 
with representatives of The 
Spastics Society. 


The colour TV set pre- 
sented to Springfield Ward 
was bought with £850 
raised from a house to 
house collection in _ the 
Newark area. 


Present were (left to 
right) charge nurse Stan 
Swallow; Mrs Phyllis 
Smith, children’s nursing 
officer: Mr Jeffrey Hodg: 


kinson, assistant admink 
strator: Mrs Jasmine 
Wooler, Vice-Chairman of 


Retiord and Worksop 
Spastics Society; Mrs 
Eileen Clarke, Miss 
Pauline Smith and Mrs 


Elaine Ramsden, members 
of staff on Springfield 
Ward. On the far right Mrs 
Gillian Whitby, appeals 
officer, The Spastics 
Society who organised the 
collection with the assis- 
tance of Mrs Williams, 


secretary of the Newark & 
District Spastics Society. 


Two practical aids for 
greater independence 


Gives confident side support and also 
eliminates the danger of the user falling ° 
forward. Front supports fold out sideways 
when not required. The toilet aid can be 


&é mainland U.K. 


fitted in minutes without the use of 


special tools, 


Autolift Bathing Aid 


A floor mounted bathing aid which can 
be self or assistant operated. 
Extremely easy to operate with an 
absolute minimum of effort. 
Suitable for very small bath- 
rooms. No strain on either bath or 
plumbing. Fitting service in all areas 


Post the coupon for further details. 


mecanatds | 


Name 
Address 


Mecanaids Limited 

St. Catherine Street 

Gloucester GL1 2BX England 

Tel Gloucester 36262 Telex 43461 
Telegrams Mecanaids Gloucester 


Position 
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It's goodbye to 
alll this... 


® GOODBYE to all this — soon the famous four 
will leave the ward to share two cosy bedrooms. 
decorated to their own choice and sleep in beds 
made up with duvets they have chosen for them- 
selves. 


® JOEY Deacon and Ernie Roberts, with Michael Sangster and Tom Black- 
behind them, pose in front of 4 dream come true — a home of their 


burn 
own. 


® ST Lawrence’s Hos- 
pital houses 1,420 resi- 
dents. 


ONS 


-®DR_ Geoffrey Harris, 


ON September 22, a 
Dutch TV team will 
ceremoniously end 
over 40 years of life 
in a sub-normality hos- 
pital for Joey Deacon, 
Ernie Roberts, Tom 
Blackburn and Michael 
Sangster, and hand 
them a key to their 


own front door and a 


new life. 
The British public took 


... now we are going home’ 


® HOME sweet home for the four friends who 
have shared a dormitory and institution living. 


Joey, a heavily handi- 
capped spastic, and his 
friends to their hearts after 
Brian Gibson made his ac- 
claimed TY film ‘Joey’ 
based on the book that 
Joey wrote called “Tongue- 


tied. The book was the 
idea of Les Atkins who 


had nursed Joey through. 


TB at St Lawrence’s Hos- 
pital in Caterham. Joey’s 
grunts, unintelligible to all 
but Ernie, were interpreted 
by Ernie, written down 
by Michael and typed by 
Tom. After the book’s 
publication and the pro- 
gramme’s screening, money 
filtered in from _ well- 
wishers, and the idea of a 
home of their own for the 
four was born. But the 
fund never got to £2,000— 
far too little to make a 
dream- come true until 
‘Joey was screened on 
Dutch TY. 


Appeal 


The response was stag- 
gering and the station 
decided to screen an appeal 
between Christmas Eve 
and New Year’s Eve—the 
money literally poured in 
—an unbelievable £48,500 
in just a week. 

Dr Geoffrey Harris, St 
Lawrence’s Medical Super- 
intendent, could hardly 
believe it. Plans were 
drawn up for a. bungalow 
village in the hospital 
grounds but now that 
money was no longer a 
problem, bureaucracy 
raised its head in the shape 
of the local council, who 
found fault with the siting. 
They suggested a new spot 


® FOR over 40 years 


this little corner of the 
conservatory of Male 
Ward Cl has been the 


TT TTT TT 


ceremonial opening. 


STMT 


NN 


@® .. and Pineapple comes too. 
budgie has been with the four friends for three 
years and to leave him behind in the ward would 
Ernie (pictured) is a former 
winner of The Spastics-Society’s Achievement 
Award. Pictures by Ray Christopher. 


be unthinkable. 


which Dr Harris declared 
was a day’s march from 
the hospital and too far in 
case of emergencies. Now 
the problems have been 
dealt with and_ three 
bungalows of the proposed 
12 are ready for occupa- 
tion. Joey and his friends 
will say goodbye to the 
men who have shared their 
life in Male Ward Cl for 
so many decades and start 
anew. : 

It is a big step after a 
life-time shared with 1,420 
other residents in the hos- 
pital. The furnishings have 
been supplied but already 
the four have been to the 
shops and selected their 


four’s own. private 
domain, where they 
have tea, watch TV and 
talk to the budgie, 


THE official opening of Joey Deacon’s bungalow is 
to be a Gala occasion with a marquee in the grounds 
to serve tea to the 100 well-wishers who are expec- 
ted at the hospital on September 22. Joey along with 
Ernie Roberts, Tom Blackburn and Michael Sang- 
ster will haye already moved in but three executives 
from the Dutch TV station who made Joey’s dream 
come true are coming oyer to cut the tape at the 
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The little 


own choice of sheets and 
duvets. Although the main 
mid-day meal will be sent 
to them at first, they will be — 
cooking for themselves. 
They will get their own 
breakfasts and suppers, 
they can cook a Sunday — 
joint and although supplied 
with provisions they will 
do a lot of their own shop- 
ping. Cleaning and all the 
other responsibilities will — 
be theirs although a 
friendly eye will be kept on 
them in the beginning to 
make sure they can cope. 


Visitors 


‘It is their own home, 
Dr Harris stressed. ‘I'm 
sure they will have lots oi 
visitors popping in to see - 
them. And if necessary 
help will be close at hand.’ ~ 


He is very pleased with 
the project, which he ~ 
believes is unique in the — 
world and certainly in this — 
country, a bungalow vik 
lage in a_ sub-normality 
hospital. j 

For Joey, Ernie, Tom 
and Michael it is a unique 
chance to live a full and- 
rewarding life in a home of 
their own. 


Liz Cook 7 
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